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Appendix B
Talk moves that help students 

orient to the thinking of others

From Classroom Discussions: Seeing Math Discourse in Action, Grades K–6. A Multimedia Professional Learning 
Resource by Nancy C. Anderson, Suzanne H. Chapin, and Catherine O’Connor. © 2011 Scholastic Inc. Permission granted 
to photocopy for nonprofit use in a classroom or similar place dedicated to face-to-face educational instruction.

Discussion Questions

1. “Who can repeat?” You ask students to restate, repeat, or 
reformulate what another student has said.
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Professional Development Session 1.3  
Talk Moves That Help Students Orient to the Thinking of Others

Remember the Guidelines 
for Watching Videos of 
Teaching, page 9 of the 

facilitator’s guide or 
Reproducible 1.1b.
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2. Turn-and-talk: “Tell us what your partner said.”

partner

Session 1.3 Discussion Questions
Which talk moves have you used? What have your observations been about them?
What are the potential benefits of each move for the student who is speaking and the other students  
in class?
What are the potential benefits for the teacher?
Are there costs of each move for the students or for the teacher?
How could the perceived challenges of these moves be approached and dealt with?

Video Clips 1.3a Discussion Questions (First Viewing)
What did you see happening here?
Did anything surprise you, interest you, or make an impression on you?

Video Clips 1.3a Discussion Questions (Second Viewing)
What can you observe about the student who said the original utterance and the students who are 
repeating?
How do the interactions you see provide opportunities for formative assessment?
Do you see evidence that these interactions could support language development with younger 
students? with English language learners?  Do you see evidence that students’ learning of academic 
language may be served by this type of talk move?
Do you see evidence that the classroom interactions in these video clips support more robust 
understanding on the part of the students?
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